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Document 1: Microfilm of the specifications and drawings 
annexed to the application of Japanese 
Utility Model Application No. 51528/1989 
(77 (Laid-open No. 142803/1990) (NEC Corp.), 4 

December 1990 (04.12.90), p. 1, lines 7-10, 
_ Fig . 1 

Document 2:^'JP, 57-76503, A (Fujitsu Ltd.), 13 May 1982 
(13.05.82), p. 2, upper left column, line 8 
to p. 2, upper right column, line 6, Fig. 1, 
Fig. 5 

Document 3: Microfilm of the specifications and drawings 
annexed to the application of Japanese 
Utility Model Application No. 28669/1989 
CS) (Laid-open No. 119605/1990) (Fujikura Ltd.), 
26 September 1990 (26.09.90), p. 1, line 17 
to p. 2, line 7, Fig. 6-7 
Document 4: Microfilm of the specifications and drawings 
annexed to the application of Japanese 
Utility Model Application No. 66540/1989 
(£) (Laid-open No. 6608/1991 ) (NEC Corp.), 23 
January 1991 (23.01.91), p. 2, lines 1-7, 
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November 1998 (17.11.98), paragraph [0008], 
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Fig. 2 

Claim 1 

The invention described in Claim 1 and the invention 
disclosed in Document 1 differ on the following points (1) 
and (2). (1) While the edge of the cutting blade in the 
former is substantially perpendicular to the side, such is 
not the case in the latter. (2) While a cutting blade and 
a receiving part approach one another in the former, a 
pair of cutting blades approach one another in the- latter. 
However, Document 2 discloses a feature wherein the edge 
of a cutting blade is flat (see flat edge (6 1 ) on 
separating blade (6) ) . Moreover, Document 3 discloses a 
feature wherein a cutting blade and a receiving part 
approach one another. Therefore, the invention described 
in Claim 1 does not involve an inventive step in the light 
of Documents 1 to 3. 

Claim 4 

Document 3 discloses the provision of an optical 
fiber guiding means (see triangular notch part (3a) ) . 

Claim 5 

The invention described in Claim 5 and the invention 
disclosed in Document' 1 differ on the following point. 
While the edge of the cutting blade in the former is 
substantially perpendicular to the side, such is not the 
case in the latter. However, Document 2 discloses a 
feature wherein the edge of a cutting blade is flat (see 
flat edge (6 ! ) on separating blade (6)). Therefore, the 
invention described in Claim 5 does not involve an 
inventive step in the light of Documents 1 and 2. 

Claim 6 

Document 2 discloses the provision of a guiding 
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means for a cutting blade (see recessed stopping plate 
(7) ) . 

Claim 13 

The invention described in Claim 13 and the 
invention disclosed in Document 4 differ on the following 
point. While a guiding groove into which a cutting blade 
is introduced is formed in the upper surface of a 
receiving part in the former, it is unclear whether or not 
such a guiding groove is formed in the latter. However, 
Document 5 discloses the formation of a guiding groove 
into which a cutting blade is introduced (see thin blade 
guiding groove (5)). Therefore, the invention described in 
Claim 13 does not involve an inventive step in the light 
of Documents 4 and 5. 

Claims 2, 3, 7, and 8 

Document 1 shows the general state of the art in 
this technical field. Although Document 1 does disclose an 
optical fiber primary coating removal tool having a pair 
of cutting blades which mutually approach one another, 
said blades being made of synthetic resin, none of the 
documents cited in the international search report, nor 
any of the documents newly cited in this international 
preliminary examination report, discloses or suggests 
features wherein the edge of a cutting blade is 
substantially perpendicular to the side, the thickness of 
the cutting blade is 0.06-1 mm, and the modulus' of 
elasticity of the cutting blade is 900-20,000 MPa. 
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